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SALLY CARPENTER'S DOCUMENTARY TRAIL

Sally Carpenter, a Black domestic worker born around 1902, survives in five records — a 1930 census line and

four Nashville directory entries through 1935 — only as a servant in Holt Bean's household, the lone exception

the Green Hills covenant allowed to its bar on African descent.

the fact of the matter lived in the basement and her name was Sally Carpenter

documented in four city-directory records through 1935

ABSTRACT

Five records preserve Sally Carpenter — one census line and four Nashville city-directory entries

— every one generated by the household she served, not by her. They show a Black domestic

worker, born around 1902 in Tennessee, enumerated in Holt Bean’s household at 1612 North

Observatory in 1930 and traceable in the city directories through 1935, after which she leaves the

record entirely. The Green Hills covenant barred persons of African blood or descent from the

subdivision, then opened one exception: such persons could be present in the capacity of

servants. Carpenter was that exception — admitted under the same clause that barred her from

ownership, and recorded only insofar as she served. She is recoverable now only because the

Bean household was documented so exhaustively; a household that left fewer traces would have

left her none.

METHODOLOGY

Census record. The 1930 enumeration of the Bean household (Fifteenth Census, Davidson

County, Enumeration District 19-220, Sheet 7A) was located through the Bean household

trajectory research and verified against the census image. The street-label column was read

directly from the image and confirmed as “Observatory Drive.” The Carpenter entry at line 18,

dwelling 129, family 135, was transcribed verbatim from the image.

City directory search. Nashville city directories were searched on Ancestry HeritageQuest (U.S.,

City Directories, 1822–1995, Collection 2469) under the name variants “Sally Carpenter,” “Sallie

Carpenter,” “Sallie P Carpenter,” and “Sally P Carpenter,” filtered to Nashville, Davidson County,

Tennessee. The search returned four unique entries, for 1930, 1931, 1933, and 1935. Each entry’s

indexed metadata — year, address, occupation, Ancestry record ID — was captured. Where the
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index carried OCR corruption (“507 Hardinc” for “1507 Harding”), the address was corrected

against the source scan, not the index.

Negative search and exclusion. One earlier candidate was investigated and ruled out. A “Sallie

Pearl Carpenter,” born about January 1897 in Belfast, Marshall County, surfaced in the 1920 census

and looked promising. Belfast is roughly ten miles from Lewisburg, where Holt Bean held property

before his 1927 Nashville move. But her trail runs the wrong way: by 1950 she is in Warsaw, Sumter

County, Alabama, married, and she dies there in January 1985. Three independent enumerations

and the Social Security Death Index put her birth in 1897; the Bean-household census puts

Carpenter’s in 1902. The five-year gap holds across every record, and the Belfast woman is a

different person.

Coverage gaps. Ancestry HeritageQuest’s digitized Nashville directory collection is not complete

for every year between 1930 and 1940. The absence of a Carpenter entry after 1935 may mean

she left the directory record or may mean the surviving volumes have a hole; the two cannot be

distinguished without a direct check against extant R.L. Polk & Co. Nashville directories for 1936–

1940.

SOURCES

Primary documents

1930 U.S. Census (Fifteenth Census of the United States). Tennessee, Davidson County, Civil

District No. 7 (Part). Enumeration District 19-220, Sheet 7A. Enumerated April 7, 1930, by Leo L.

Boles, Enumerator. Supervisor’s District No. 4. National Archives and Records Administration

(NARA), Record Group 29; digitized by FamilySearch.

Nashville City Directory, 1930. Ancestry HeritageQuest, U.S., City Directories, 1822–1995,

Collection 2469, Record 13264456. Entry: “Sally P Carpenter.” Nashville City Directory, 1930.

Nashville City Directory, 1931. Ancestry HeritageQuest, Collection 2469. Entry: “Sallie Carpenter.”

Nashville City Directory, 1931.

Nashville City Directory, 1933. Ancestry HeritageQuest, Collection 2469, Record 14634460

(image 14634460). Entry: “Sallie P Carpenter, 1507 Harding.” Nashville City Directory, 1933.

Nashville City Directory, 1935. Ancestry HeritageQuest, Collection 2469, Record 14124956

(image 14124956). Entry: “Sallie P Carpenter, rear ns Observatory 3 w Belmont blvd.” Nashville

City Directory, 1935.

Supporting primary documents

1930 U.S. Census, Holt Bean household, verbatim entry. The full 1920–1950 tabulation of the

Bean household is established in the author’s research.
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Plat 1, Covenant 4, Green Hills Subdivision (1927). The deed covenant restricting occupancy by

“persons of African blood or descent … except in the capacity of servants.” See Plat 1, Covenant

4: The Racial Covenant in the Green Hills Deeds.

FINDINGS

SALLY CARPENTER WAS ENUMERATED IN THE BEAN HOUSEHOLD IN APRIL 1930 AS A LIVE-IN SERVANT

The 1930 census (ED 19-220, Sheet 7A, dwelling 129, family 135, line 18) records her as: name

“Carpenter, Sally”; relation to head “Servant”; race “Negro”; sex “F”; age 28; marital status “Single”;

birthplace “Tennessee”; occupation “Maid”; industry “Private Home.” Born, then, around 1902, in the

state where she still worked. The household around her on that sheet was Holt Bean (head, white,

age 39, Insurance Agent), Salome Bean (wife), Jack Bean (son, age 7), and Carpenter — three

names that recur across thirty years of records, and one that does not.

1930 U.S. Census, Davidson County, Tennessee, Enumeration District 19-220, sheet 7A — the Bean household; Sally Carpenter is enumerated on the
servant line. (National Archives, Record Group 29.)
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THE ARRANGEMENT WAS ALREADY RUNNING WELL BEFORE THE 1930 CENSUS CAUGHT IT

The Tennessean’s 1927 architectural coverage of the Model Home specified “a servant’s room and

shower” in the basement. The 1930 census places Carpenter in that room — or in the domestic-

labor arrangement it was built to house — within three years of the Beans’ purchase. The census

fixes no move-in date. By April 1930, though, the deed’s “capacity of servants” clause had become

a person, in a basement, with a name.

THE MIDDLE INITIAL “P” IN THREE OF THE FOUR DIRECTORY ENTRIES ALMOST CERTAINLY STANDS FOR PEARL

The 1930 census indexes her “Sally P Carpenter”; the 1933 and 1935 directories, “Sallie P

Carpenter.” Only the 1931 entry drops the initial. The pattern — a middle name used in life,

flattened to an initial by a directory typesetter — fits a woman who went by “Sally Pearl” or “Sallie

Pearl.” It is the closest the record comes to giving her a name of her own choosing, and even that

is an inference.

FOUR NASHVILLE CITY-DIRECTORY ENTRIES TRACE HER THROUGH AT LEAST 1935

The entries, with spellings as indexed:

Nashville City Directory, 1930 — the "Sallie P. Carpenter" entry.

.
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Nashville City Directory, 1931 — the "Sallie P. Carpenter" entry.

.
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Nashville City Directory, 1933 — the "Sallie P. Carpenter" entry.
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HER ADDRESS MOVES ACROSS THE FOUR RECORDS

The 1930 and 1931 entries carry no address of her own; she is indexed under Bean’s. By 1933 she is

listed at 1507 Harding, an address that is not his. By 1935 she is back at “rear ns Observatory 3 w

Belmont blvd,” the rear of the Bean lot, an outbuilding behind the main house, no longer the

basement servant’s quarters inside it. Main house to her own room to a structure out back: the arc

is consistent with the informal, shifting residence of live-in domestic labor in segregated Nashville,

where the line between living where you worked and living near it was drawn by the employer and

redrawn at will.

SHE DOES NOT APPEAR IN ANY RECORD AFTER 1935

The 1940 census of the Bean household (ED 19-264, Sheet 3A) lists only Holt, Salome, and Jack —

no servant. No Sally or Sallie Carpenter appears in any Nashville directory consulted after 1935,

nor in any other Nashville source examined.

Nashville City Directory, 1935 — the "Sallie P. Carpenter" entry.
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THE SILENCE AROUND HER IS STRUCTURAL

Eight live-in servants are documented across the five target streets of Green Hills East in the 1930

and 1940 censuses: Carpenter, Floyd, Walker, Hamm, Crittenden, Mitchell, McReynolds, Tatum. Not

one of the eight appears by name in the Metropolitan Historic Zoning Commission’s 2025 Short

History of the neighborhood, a document built from city directories, property records, and

accounts that take the homeowner as their subject. The directories indexed the householder; the

deeds named the owner; the history followed both. Carpenter is recoverable only because the

Bean household was documented to the point of obsession. In a household that had left fewer

traces, she would have left none.

The post-1935 trail is genuinely open. Marriage under another surname would end her

appearances under “Carpenter” and would square with her 1930 status — single at twenty-eight,

and so thirty-three by 1935 — while death, departure from Nashville, or a move to work outside

the indexed neighborhood fit the record equally well; no death record, no marriage record, and no

out-of-state enumeration matching her was found, and Davidson County marriage records for

1935–1945 and Tennessee death records of the same span remain unsearched under her name.

The 1940 Bean sheet (ED 19-264, Sheet 3A) records no servant, but domestic workers were

enumerated inconsistently in this period, and a live-in servant absent on the enumeration date

would not appear; the blank line establishes no departure. The Marshall County lead — the Belfast

woman ten miles from Bean’s Lewisburg property — was chased down and ruled out: the birth-

year gap of 1897 against 1902 holds across four independent records, and her trail runs to

Alabama, where she married and died.
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